Third Sunday of Lent
March 12, 2023
St John's Reformed Church of Loysburg

Rev. Dr. David M. Meckley, Pastor

Scripture: Isaiah 61:5-11
Message: Everlasting Joy
Organ Prelude 



David Snyder
Call To Worship Worship (Psalm 84): How lovely is Your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!
My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God.

Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, I, too, seek Your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.
Blessed are those who make Your house their home, who live with You; they are ever singing Your praise! 
Blessed are those whose strength is in You, in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

They journey from place to place, gaining strength along the way; until they meet God in Zion.
O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob!  
Behold our shield, O God; look on the face of Your anointed!
For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.
For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and honor.
No good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly. O Lord of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in You!

Hymn: FHP #248 "His Eye Is on the Sparrow"

Prayer of Invocation

Prayer of Confession: We hear Your invitation, Lord Jesus, but we must admit that we’ve been too busy to pray, too frazzled to stop and listen for Your voice, too guilty to approach You, too afraid to let go of what is comfortable and familiar, too proud to admit we don’t know how to change, too fearful to confess that we don’t understand how to make our way back to You, too slothful to leave our sin behind. Our heads and our spirits are weighed down in shame. Though it’s destroying us to stay away from You, somehow it feels too difficult for us to come home to One who is as holy, just and righteous as You. We want to come home, but truth be told, we don’t know how to come home. Holy Spirit, help us to abandon our sinful ways and come home. We pray through Jesus our Redeemer, Amen.

Kyrie, Assurance of Pardon 
Apostles Creed, Gloria Patria
Special Music 
"Come, Now is the Time to Worship" – Jack Styer
Children's Moment – Beth Clark
Offertory thought, Doxology, Prayer of Dedication
Heidelberg Catechism: Lord’s Day 15, page 15-16
Pastoral Prayer 

Scripture: Isaiah 61:5-11
Message: Everlasting Joy
Hymn: FHP#7 Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart

Benediction, Three-Fold Amen
Announcements: Today

10:45 AM Sunday School for all ages

Last day to bring in baskets for "Easter for Eli" 

Hoss's Day at Bedford, benefit In One Accord Ministries
Tuesday

8:30 AM Kitchen Clean up 

6 PM Heidelberg Study in Copy room

Wednesday
6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

Thursday

9:45 – 11:15 AM Ladies Bible Study 

6:00 PM Community Group meets at Kurtz's 

Frisday

6 PM Women's Guild in Fellowship Hall. Program by Peggy Ritchey and Kim Rodgers. 

Sunday Live Stream Worship 9:30 AM
St Johns Reformed Loysburg - YouTube
