Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 24, 2023
St John's Reformed Church of Loysburg

Rev. Dr. David M. Meckley, Pastor

Scripture: Luke 2:8-20
Message: Pharaoh Did You Know?
Organ Prelude 



Barbara Thomas
Advent Focus:


Josephine and Cameron Garman
Opening Hymn: FHP#83 O Come All Ye Faithful
Special Music: The Birthday of a King
David Snyder
Offertory thought, Doxology, Prayer of Dedication

Scripture: Luke 2:8-20
Message: Pharaoh Did You Know?
Call to Communion

Prayer of Confession: We confess, Lord that sometimes we have been like the innkeeper – having no room for the Christ; all the floor space of our lives being filled with other people and other things. We confess, Lord, that sometimes we have been like King Herod – unwilling to acknowledge the rule of another king. Give us, during this season, a receptiveness which makes room for the Savior, and a humility which proclaims Him King of our lives. Amen.

Kyrie, Assurance of Pardon 
Nicene Creed: We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven; He became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy universal and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

Gloria Patria, Words of Institution, Prayer of Consecration
Seraphic Hymn (E&R page 25): 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of Sabbaoth. 
Heaven and earth are full are full of the majesty of Thy glory. Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest!

Lord's prayer, Sharing the Bread and Cup
Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving: Gracious God, the giver of every good and perfect gift, receive our praise and thanksgiving for the coming of Emmanuel, God with us – in Your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, Your only begotten Son, our Lord. He is the Bread of Life who nourishes our souls, our great God and Savior, who gave His life to redeem us, to purify us from all sin and adopt us into Your eternal family as heirs of Your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us into the world to do the work You have given us to do, to love and serve You as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To Him, to You, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
Closing Hymn: FHP#88 Joy to the World 

Benediction, Three-Fold Amen
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